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Interefting Account of the Life and tragical Death of 
Count R******gu, commonly called F. G. Meyer.. 


[Tranflated from the Dutch of the Rev. J. Sharp, who attended 
him in his Imprifonment, and at the Place of Execution. } 


HE unfortunate fubje& of thefe memoirs was the fon of 
a Danifh nobleman, Count Von R*****#*au, who 
refided in England about thirty years, and there efpoufed a 
Scotch lady of rank ; and that lady was the mother of the 
haplefs Frederick. Both his parents are deceafed: But, on the 
father’s fide, he had then an aunt living in Copenhagen: This 
aunt, with his fifter, the Freulle Von R. moved in the higheft 
ranks of fafhion. On his mother’s fide he had many relations 
in England; and, particularly, an uncle, who was then a 
Member of Parliament, and generally refided in London. 
Frederick’s mother was an exceedingly pious woman; and 
fhe educated her darling fon, at an early age, in the principles 
of religion, according to the do@rines of the Lutheran church, 
which predominates in Denmark. Her principal folicitude 
was,to ftamp religion and virtue on his youthful heart; to 
accomplifh which, the {pared neither admonitions nor prayers, 
Whenever he fpoke of this admirable woman, or when the 
conveifation inclined towards the falutary imprefions which 
he received from her at the eazlicft dawn of reafon, his eyes 
ftreamed with tears, but they flowed then too late; and be 
blefied ftill, with paflion, the memory of the beft of mothers. 
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Frederick’s father was, in charaGter, diametrically oppofite ; 
he had long beena {coffer of religion; and his opinions, on that 
head, were rendered {till worfe during his continuance in Eng 
land. In fine he conducted himfelf, in every refpe&, as a 
member of the great world, This was the fource of Frede- 
rick’s moral depravation. At an early period, his father learnt 
him to ridicule the devoutnefs of maternal love ; imprinted 
contrary notions on his youthful mind; and, to compleat 
what he had thus begun, put into his child’s hands the writings 
of Voltaire, which, even to the laft day, he read with fatisface 
tion. “The-Count, indeed, inftructed Frederick to refpe& his 
mother in every other particular; but delineated her in religi« 
ous matters, asa woman of little penetration, and as one who 
had been made an enthufiaft by ranting declaimers. However, 
the old Count loved his confort; he efteemed her virtues and 
her gentlenefs, but abominated her devotion, 

Thus, was the youthful heart of Frederick firft corrupted : 
The leffons, the entreaties, and the tears of a fond mother, bad 
nolonger influence. At fifteen, indeed, he made his confefhion, 
and, according to eftablifhed ufage, was confirmed. But, 
ftimulated by his father, he inwardly ridiculed that facred 
ceremony. 

Frederick received an education that was conformable to his 
birth. Ata proper age, he was placed in the royal cavalry ; 
and, ina fhort time, reached the rank of Lieutenant. 

He was young, giddy, vivacious, and agreeable, and bes 
came a great favourite incompany. It being then. the fafhion 
to affect extreme fenfibility, and excefs of fentiment, the in- 
experienced Frederick was prompted to read almoft every 
modern novel; and his adventurous nature excited him to 
imitate the heroes which imagination had ‘formed, 

It was not long before a fuitable opportunity occurred. 
A charming woman, who had been efpoufed contrary to her 
inclination, faw the zccomplifhed officer; and, ftudioufly throw= 
ing herfelf in his way, he returned the lady’s attentions without 
waiting for much folicitation, At firft, this intercourfe bad 
alone the femblance of friendfhip: But, fhortly, the afflictions 
of an unfortunate wife, awakened compaffion in his heart ; 
and the tranfition from pity to love is rendered facile, when 
neither experienced age, nor religion, intervenes. Such was 
the cafe in this inftance, The enamoured parties forgot theme 
felves; the lady’s hufband became jealous ; ftrife and conten- 
tion annihilated domeftic happineis; and our youthful foldier, 
fotefeeing unpleafant confequencesy, carricd a refolution, which 
he 
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he had formed, into effe&, and eloped with his fair one. He 
conducted her to Hamburgh; where, and at Altona, they ree 
fided for fome time. However, dreading purtuit and difcoveryy, 
added to the confequences of defertion, he there aflumed the 
name of Frederick Gerhard Meyer; a name very common in 
thofe cities and their environs. ‘That name he ever afterwards 
retained: In writing, however, to his particular friends and ac- 
quaintances, he always placed d. R. at the end; and, when 
travelling, gave Altona as the place of his nativity, to avoid 
fufpicion. 

He undertook a voyage to Holland, being employed ina 
commiflion bythe Duke of R 3 viewed every thing 
worthy notice; and again returned to England, with 
Mr. Br » who, at that time, frequently travelled from 
England to Holland, and from Holland to England as a 
courier. 

Having amaffed, from time to time, a confiderable fum of 
money, Frederick refolved on a pleafurable excurfion to Ger- 
many. In the courfe of this expedition, he flopped fome time 
at Aken and Spa; repaired to the gaming-table at thofe places; 
loft immenfe fums; involved himfelf in expenfive pleafures ; 
entirely forgot God and his own duty 5 and, after having fen- 
fibly exhautted his finances, he fet off again for England, and 
took Holland in his way. 

Being arrived in London, Frederick vifited his former 
aflociates ; and returned to his old courfes. In order to be 
foremoft in the paths of diflipation, he now took two mif- 
treff:s into keeping; whofe extravagance very thortly con- 
fumed the ready calh which he had lett on his return. Con- 
fcience, at length, began to aroufe him: He difcerned his folly, 
and his misfortunes. According to his own declaration, he 
faw his good mother in a frightful dream. She warned him, 
he faid, of an untimely ead, if he perfitted in thofe courfes 
which then formed hisewnly delight. Awaking with horror, he 
refolved on reformation ; mixed feldomer with his gay come 
panions ; abandoned his miftrefles ; and, in reality, determined 
to adopta more fuitable line of conduct, 

Among the means which Frecerick imagined effential tohis 
concerted reformation, was, firft, an honourable union. He ace 
cordingly paid his addrefles to Mifs Pa- —, who then refided in 
London... That young lady, indeed, pofleticd no fertune ; but 
thofe expectations which he placed on mis family, and the 
promiles of advancement which he had received, ufficiently 
Mattered his proipeéts, For the remainder, Frederick crew 
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this lady’s chara&ter as irreproachable; and her conduc fo 
praife-worthy and virtuous, that he not only left unattempted 
the {malleft liberty, with regard to that fair object, but even, 
during the period of their intercourfe, abandoned every purfuit 
of an immoral or deftructive tendency. 

With this propitious femblance of future happinefs, all 
Frederick’s fucceeding miferies commenced. He repaired to 
a near relation, on whom his expectations ch efly depended ; to 
him difclofed his neceffities, and folicited afiftance. * Every 
thing, my dear Frederick, thall be at your fervice: But on one 
condition |” This great man had forgotten himfelf. A young 
lady of fome diftinétion was at that time pregnant by him; 
and therefore, if the young Count would conient to efpoufe 
her, his fortune was made, aad his exaltation to fome lucrative 
poft beyond a doubt. 

The fuggeftions of honour, as a nobleman, would not per- 
mit Frederick to marry the polluted miftrefs of another. The 
probability of feeing an often athis houfe, on whom he 
fo much depended ; and the idea of being regarded by that 
relation alone as aconvenient cloak, to conceal from a prying 
world the effects of his premeditated, criminal, and bale 
amour ; added to thofe engagements which he had formed with 
Mifs Pa , and that were ftrengthened by the pureft regard ; 
all this prompted him to rejeé& the propofition, without giving 
it a fecond thought. From hence originated his fubfequent 
calamities : The ——, lefs honourable than the ——, forbade 
him hishoufe; refufed to fee him more; and withheld the ex- 
pected means of fupport. 

What courfe, then, could the haplefs Frederick purfue? 
Without money, and robbed of every expeCation, the heart of 
his adored miftrefs was the only comfort that remained. He 
plunged him(elf in debt; and, being threatened with an arreft, 
provided he did not fatisfy the demands of fome creditor 
within a given time, the defpairing youth took leave of his beft 
friends, among whom were feveral perfons of rank ; and, 
afhamed to difclofe his circumftances to them, went on board 
a {mall trading veffel that was cleared out for the Elbe. He 
purpofed thus to reach Hamburgh or Altona, and there, by 
writing to his aunt and filter at Copennagen, hoped to obtain 
pardon of his Danith Majeity. If fuceeis had crowned thefe 
intended efforts, he flattered him(elf that, with the afliftance 
of his aunt and filter, he. fhould be enabled to efpoufe his 
dear Mils Pa——, and return with her co his native country, 
Whea 
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When at fea, however, the Captain informed him that he 
was not deftined to the Elbe, but purpofed to fteer for Holland, 
to which place the cargo was in reality configned. No alter- 
native remained; remonftrances were ufelefs and unavailing 5 
and thus the difappoin'ed traveller was landed, contrary to his 
withes, in the territories of the Dutch republic. 

(To be continued. ) 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 


Court oF Common Pieas, at GUILDHALL. 
Saturday, Fune 17 


Sittings before Siz James Eyre, Knight, and a Special Fury. 


The CrocK-MAKERS’ Company uv. BRAMLEY. 


HIS was an action of confiderable expectation and ime 
portance to the trade of the city of London, 

It was brought by the Clock- makers’ Company againft the 
defendant, who is a wholefale gold{mith and jeweller in 
Alderfgate-ftreet, to recover a fum of money for quarterage, 
faid to be due to the plaintiffs. The clock-makers were ine 
corporated by King Charles the Firft, by hss letters patent, 
dated in Auguft, 1631; and they had the ufual powers to make 
bye-laws for the regulation of the art or myttery of clocks 
making within the city of London and the liberties, and within 
ten miles thereof. The Company in the year 1931, madea 
bye-law, (whereon this action was brought, ) that every perfon 
ufing, buying, ‘elling, importing, exporting, or any way 
trading or dealing in clocks, watches, alarums, fun-dials, cafee 
making, graving, or mathematica] inftrument makig, whole- 
fale or retail, or by way of merchandizing, other than fervants, 
fhould pay to the Company 12d, eveiy quarter, for the ule of 
the Mafter and Wardens. And the plaintiffs ftated that the de- 
fendant, being a confiderable dealer in watches, was applied to 
by the Company for payment of his quarterage, but that he 
had refufed, not confidering himfelf liable. 

Mr. Atkins was called by the plaintiffs: He proved that he 
was Clerk to the Company, and had bee. for ten years; that 
he had demanded the quarterage of the defendant, but he had 
refufed to pay it; he faid quarterage was paid by all tie 
members of the Company; and th t fiace the year 1795, it 
had been demanded of feveral perfoas, not members, fome of 
whom 



























































66 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


whom had paid.it. But on his crofseexamination, he admitted 
there was no inftance, from the year 1631 to the year 1795, a 
period of 164 years, of any petfon nota member, having paid 
quarterage. The defendant was not a member of the Com- 
pany. ‘Iwo other witnefles proved the defendant frequently 
executed large orders for watches, which indeed he admitted. 

Mr. Serjeant Shepherd, for the defendant, then addrefled the 
jury : Heiaid this was a queftion of confiderable importance 
to traders in general; anu particularly to every perfon refiding 
in the city of London, its liberttes, or within ten miles thereof, 
who dealt in clocks or watches ; for he begged the jury to 
recollect, that if the defendant was lable to this payment, fo 
was every filverfmith, jeweller, pawnbroker, or other trader, 
who bought or fold watches, and fo was every merchant who 

ight occafionally execute an order for them. Neither would 
that be the only confequence ; for the Clock-makers’ Com- 
pany had procured an A@ of Common Council, that every 
perfon ufing or exercifing the artor myftery of clock -making, 
within the city, or its liberties, fhould become free of their 
Company. -They charged the defendant with ufing and exer- 
c:fing the art or myftery of clock-making, by trading in 
watches; and if that could be made out, they could compel 
the defendynt, and every other perfon in London, who dealt in 
watches, to become free of their Company. The Serjeant 
faid, he was fo fully convinced that the jury would fee the ab- 
furdity and impolicy of the plaintiffs fucceeding in this a¢tion, 
that he would not trouble them farther than to remind them, 
that if the defendant was liable to this demand, he would alfo 
be liable to a fimilar one from every Company in London, the 
com nodities of whofe trade he might happen to deal in. He 
fhould not call his witneffzs ; he trufted the jury would, by 
their verdi&t for the defendant, fhow their difapprobation of 
fuch actions. 

The Lord Chief Juttice faid, the bye-law of the Company, 
whereon this a&tion is founded, was, in his opinion, a moft 
prepotterous and extravagant one, aad that it far exceeded the 
power granted to the Company by their charter. His Lord- 
fhip added, it the Clock makers’ Company would take his 
advice, they would not further purfue fuch a bye-law. 

Plaintitts non-fuited, 

There was a fimilar ation againft Mr. Coward, of Corns 
hill; in which the plaintiffs, on hearing the opinion of the 
Judge inthe Srft caufe, withdrew the record, 
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Counfel for the plaintif's, Serjeants Adair, Le Blanc, and 
Mr. Park ; attorney, Mc. Gatty, Cutlers’ Hall. For the dee 
fendant, Serjeants Shepherd, Williams, and Mr. Bayley; ate 
torney, Mr. Mangnall, Warwick-court, Warwick-lane. 





COURT of COMMON PLEAS, 
SATURDAY, July 15. 


THE caufe refpecting the life infurance of the late Lord 
Glencairn, came on to be tried before the Chief Juftice and 
a Special Jury, when the fame queftion, “© Whether his Lord 
fhip was in good health when the policy was underwritten ?”” 
as was tried laft term in the King’s Bench, was again dif- 
cuffed, and the fame witnefl.s were all examined ; the only 
thing which materially differed in this cafe from the other, 
was the production of feveral letters of Lady Glencairn’s, 
expreflive of her Lord’s good health, in contradiction to her 
Ladythip’s evidence, of her Lord’s being, at the time at which 
the policy was underwritten, in very bad healkkh; but this ap- 
parent inconfiftency was, in part, moft eloquently accounted 
for by Lady Glencairn, whofe teftimony was, as before, moft 
peculiarly interefting and impreflive. 

The caufe was not over till near twelve o’clock at night, 
when the jury, by their verdict, determined, that Lord Glen- 
cairn’s was an infurable life at the time the policy was effeed, 

This decifion is dire&tly the reverfe to the-one in the Court 
of King’s Bench. 





COURT of KING’s BENCH, 
Norris v. DERBYSHIRE. 


THE plaintiff isalady who kept a.genteel boarding {chool 
at Chelfea, but is now adv&nced in agey and declined in fore 
tune. It appeared that fhe took a child ia a very wretched 
Condition, between two and threc years of age, nurfed, clothed, 
and fed her, and afterwards taught her not only the plain and 
common, but alfo the ornamental and elegant parts of female 
education, and treated her for feven years together with the 
greateft tenderne{s and aftection, which, when the young lady 
came of age, the acknowledged with tears, and faid, that as 
foon as it was in her power fhe would make her amends; the 
faid 
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faid the did not think it too much, if fhe was to give to Mifs 
Norris, her governefs, half her fortune. It afterwards ap- 
peared, that a converfation to this effec took place in the pre= 
fence of the defendant, who married this lady. It appeared 
alfo, that this young lady either had brought to her hufband, or 
is entitled to a fortune. of between ten and thirteen thoufand 
pounds. The demand of the plaintiff for this education, 
clothing, board, &c. for the feven years was, 243]. 4s. 

It did not appear very clearly who brought this young lady 
to Mifs Norris, but it was proved that there. was a cifference 
between her father and mother, and that it was probable that 
ber mother brought her. She at firft went by the name 
of Beckford, but her real name was Ryves, and fhe is the 
daughter of an officer, a man of large fortune. Her father, 
during part of the time that fhe was with the plaintiff, paid 
her vifits in his carriage. It appeared alfo that the defendant, 
before his marriage with this young lady, was clerk toa jewel- 
Jer, and it was underf{tood that he now lived upon his fortune. 

The defendant pleaded the ftatute of limitations, and it was 
contended, that as the father of this young lady had vifited her 
at the {chool, and was acquainted with the plaintiff, he oughe 
to pay this bill. 

Lord Kenyon, in an excellent charge to the jury, was 
clearly of opinion, that the detendant was liable ia law, as 
well as common honefty, to pay this bill. 

Verdict for the plaintiff—Damages 243]. 4s. 





DOCTORS’ COMMONS. 


WILson v. WILSON. 


TUESDAY, July 11, came on for hearing, in the Cone 
fiftory Court of London, a caufe brought by Richard Wilfon, 
Efq. Member for Barnftaple, in Devon, againft the Hon. 
Anne Wilfon, his wife, for adultery with James Thomp- 
fon, Efq. 

It was proved by the evidence of feveral of Mr. Wilfon’s 
fervants, that while their mafter was at Margate, in the year 
1795, for his health, Mr Thompfon, who rented a cottage 
on Mr. Wilfon’s eftate, in Hertfordfhire, adjoining to Datche 
worth Lodge, where Mrs, Wilfon refided, having at unfea- 
fonable times vilited Mrs. Wilfon, it created fufpicions, and 


that curiofity led them to bore holes through the fhutters of 
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the room in which Mrs, Wilfon ufually received him, and 
through which the parties were feveral times feen in fuch 
amorous dalliance as left no room to doubt of the fact; that 
one night while the parties were together, the ladder talling 
on which the groom was mounted, viewing the parties, it 
caufed fuch an alarm as oceafioned the lady to elope the fole 
lowing day with her paramour, from Datchwerth Lodge.— 
Very tull proof was given of the inconftancy of the lady at 
other times and places ; when Sir William Scott, the learned 
Judge, having heard the arguments of Countel, pronounced a 
divorce @ menfa ct thora 





A Narrative of the remarkable Circumftances which at- 
tended the Execution of Richard Parker for Mutiny, 
on the 3rth of Fune, 1797 3 to which 1s added an 
authentic Copy of his farewell Letter to his Wefe, 
written two Days afler Sentence was paffed on him. 


T eight s o’clock in the morning a gun was fired from on 
board his Maje(ty’s thip L’Efpion, iying off the garrifon, 
Vice-Admiral Lutwidge’s flag-thip, and the yell! ow flag, the 
fignal of capital punithment, was hoilted, which was ime 
mediately repeated by the Sandwich hoifting the fame colour 
on her foretop. The Sandwich was ftationed rather above 
Blackftakes, the headmoft fhip of the fleet. The garrifon, 
on the gun firing, were immediately under arms, confifting 
of the Eaft and Wet York, and Weit Noriclk Militia, a 
corps of invalids, and a train of artillery ; all of which, with 
fixed bayonets, marched out of the Sally-Port Gate, with 
their colours flying, and proceeded in fingle files along the 
fouth fhore of the Medway, near to Queenborough, in order 
to be fpetators of the event.. All the barrier gates of the 
garrifon were now (hut ; and each fhip in the fleet at this time 
fent a boat off with a Lieutenant and a party of marines, to 
attend the Sandwich ; and the crews of all were piped to the 
forecaftle, and the marines drawn up on the quarter decks, to 
be witnefles of the execution. 

The prifoner, who had taken his ufual repaft in the birth 
allotted him in the gun-room, and pafled the night in great 
compofure, was awaked a little after fix o'clock from a found 
fleep, by the Marthal Provoft, who, with a file of marines, 
compafed his guard: He arofe with cheerfulnefs, and re« 
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quefted permiffion might be afked for a barber to attend him, 
which was granted ; he foon drefled himfelf in a neat fuit of 
mourning (waiftcoat excepted) fent him by a friend of the 
name of Templar, wearing his half-boots over a pair of 
black filk ftockings. He then took his breakfaft, talked of 
a will he had written, in which he had bequeathed to his wife 
a little eftate he faid he was heir to; and after that lamented 
the misfortune that had been brought on the country by the 
mutiny, but ** folemnly denied having the leaft conne@ion or 
correfpondence with any difaffected perfons on fhore, and de- 
clared that it was chicfly owing to him that the fhips had net 
been carried into the enemy’s ports.” 

At half after eight, he was told that the Chaplain of the 
fhip was ready to attend him to prayers upon the quarter-deck, 
which he immediately afcended, uncovered: At his firft en- 
trance onthe deck, he looked a little paler than common, but 
foon recovered his ufual complexion ; he bowed to the offie 
cers, and 2 chair being allowed him, he fat down’a few mo- 
ments, and fteadily furveyed the military array of marines 
under arms round the deck ; he then arofe, and told the cler= 
gyman he withed to attend him : The Chaplain informed him 
he had feleed two pfalms appropriate to his fituation; to 
which the prifoner aflenting, faid, “* And, with your permif- 
fion, Sir, I will add a third,” and named the 5r1ft, that beau- 
tiful confeffional of David, and imploring of | forgivenefs, 
«© Have mercy upon me, O God ! after thy great goodnefs ; 
according to the multitude of thy mercics do away mine of- 
fences! &c.” Hethen recited each alternate verfe in a man 
ner peculiarly impreflive. 

At nine o’clock the preparatory gun was fired from L’Ef. 
pion, which he heard without the fmalleft emotion,—Prayers 
being foon after clofed, he rofe, and afked Captain Mofs * if 
he might be indulged with a glals of white wine ?” which 
being immediately granted, he took it, and, lifting up his eyes, 
exclaimed—“ I drink firft to the falvation of my foul !—and 
next to the forgivenefs of all my enemies !” Addrefling him- 
felf to Captain Mofs, he faic, ‘“* he hoped he would thake 
hands with him 3” which the Captain did: He tien defired 
“ that he might be remembered to his companions on board 
the Neptune ; with his laft dying entreaty to them, to prepare 
for their deftiny, and refrain from unbecoming levity !"—His 
arms being now bound, the folemn proceflion moved from the 
quarter-deck, to the forecaftle, in the following order : 

The 











The Boatswain and Mares. 
The Marswau Provost, his {word in one hand, and the 
halter in the other. 
CapTain’s CLERK of the Sandwich, bearing the warrant of 
execution under the feal of the Vice- Admiral. 
The Rev. Mr. ATHERTON, Chaplain of the Sandwich, in 
his robes. 
THE PRISONER, 
In mourning, walking with a firm deportment, 
The fhip’s Master of Arms, with his drawn cutlafs, 
Captain Moss and his Officers, 
With two or three other gentlemen who were admitted on 
board. 

.The whole paffed through a double file of marines on the 
ftartoard fide, to a platform ercéted on. the cat-head, with an 
elevated projeciion. Arriving there, he knelt with the Chap- 
lain, and joined in fome devout ejaculations; to all of which 
he repeated loudly “ Amen!” Rifing again, the Admiral’s 
warrant of execution, addrefled to Captain Mofs, was now 
read by the Clerk, in which the fentence of the Court-Mare 
tial, order of the Board of Admiralty, and his Majefty’s ape 
probation of the whole proceedings, were fully recited, which 
the piifoner heard with great attention, and bowed his head, as 
if in cffent, at the clofe of ir. Ee now afked the Captain, 
¢ whether he might be allowed to fpeak ?” and immediately 
apprehending his intention might be mifconceived, he added 
—‘ Tam not going, Sir, to addre(s the thip’s company !— 
I with only to declare that I acknowledge the juftice of the 
fentence under which I fuffer, and I hope my death may be 
deemed a fufficient atonement, and fave the lives of others!” 

He now requefted “ a minute to collect himfelf,” and 
knelt down alone about that fpace of time; then rifing up, 
faid, “© I am ready ;”—and holding up his head with confides 
rable dignity, faid to the boatfwain’s mate, “ take off my 
handkerchiet ;” which being done, the Marthal Provott placed 
the halter over his head (whicn had been prepared with 
greafe); but doing it aukwardly, the prifoner faid, rather 
pettifhly, to the boatfwain’s mate “ Do you do it, for he feems 
to know nothing about it!” The halter was then {pliced to 


the reeved rope. All this being adjufted, the Marfhal ate. 


tempted to put a cap on, which he refuled 5 but, on being told 


“it was indifpenfable, he fubmitted, requeiting it might not be ” 


pulled over his eyes till he defired it. 
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He then turned round, for the firft time, and gave a fleady 
look at nis {hipmates on the forecaftle, and, with an affece 
tionate kind of fmile, nodded his head, and faid, ** Good bye 
to you !"’—He now faid, “ Captain Mols, is the gun primed ?” 
— Tt is,"— Is the match alight ?”’—** All is ready.”— 
On ‘his he advanced a little, and fai’, ** Will any gentleman 
be fo good as lend me a white handxerchief for the fignal?” 
After fome little paufe, a gentleman itepped forward aud gave 


him one; to whom bowing eturned his thanks. 

He now afcended the niatlorm, repeated the fame qucftions 
about «/ 1, evidently to gain the time he wifhed for the 
perfect completion of whet he had preconcerted in his own 


mind; then the cap being drawn aver his face, walked by firm 
degrees up to the extremiiy of the fcatfold, he dropped the 
handkerchief, put hs hand in his coat pockets with great ra= 
pidity 5 and at the moment as he was fpringing off, the fatal 
bow-gun fired, and the reeve-rope, catching him, run him up, 
though not with great velocity, to the yard-aria ! 

When fufpe ded about midway, by the elafticity of the 
rope, his body appeared convulfed for a few fcconds, imme- 
diately after which no appearance of life remained.—It being 
tide of ebb, the ftarboard yard-arm pointed to the Ifle of 
Grain, where {caffulding was erected for {peciators on fhore, 
—A confidcrabie number of yachts, cutters, and other crafts 
farrounded the Sandwch.—The laft time the prifoner knelt 
with the Chap!ain at the cat-head, though he made his refponfes 
regularly, his attention was particularly direéted the whole 
time to the armed boats of the fleet, which were plying round 
on duty ! 

The whole condu& of this awful ceremony was extremely 
decorous and impreffive: It was evident, from the counte- 
nances of the crew of the Sandwich, that the general feeling 
for the fate of theic mutinous conduCtor was fuch as might be 
withed; nat a word—and {carce a whifper was heard among 
thm ! 

He fuffered exaftly at half paft nine, and was lowered down, 
after hanging at the yard-arm a full hour; when the yellow 
flag was {truk, and his body inftant!y put into a fhell that had 
been prepared for it, with all his cloaths on; and foon after, it 
was taken in one of the Sapdwich’s boats, and rowed to the 
eaft point of the garrilon; and there being landed, was carried 
zo the new naval burying ground, out of the Red Barrier Gate, 
leading to Minfter ; the coffin-lid was here taken off to the 
f ors fur a few minutes; his countenance appeared not 
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much altered, buthis eyes were wide open; he was interred 
exactly at noon. 





PARKER’s LETTER, 
My pEAREST ANNA, 

PAINFUL as the tafk is, J] am convinced, from the affec- 
tionate regard and dutiful refpect you have at all times ihewn 
me, fince | had the ha pinels to cail you my wife, thar it is my 
duty to acquaint you, my dear, of all things concerning my- 
fel f. Unhappy as the news I have to con.municate mutt make 
you, ftill if I have the power.of fin.fhing phis letter, it thall come 
from no other pen but my own, 

Iam, my deareft Anna, at this time in the moft trying 
fituation any man can pofibly be in, Sentenced to ceathy 
defpifed by my country, yourfelf liable go te ttigmanz-d by 
the vulgar on my account; my fati.er and brother . oni quently 
the moft unboppy beings, myfelf eacepted; your tamily, 
Naturally, not excepted from the general florm, would, if it 
were not fora firm and thorough reliance on God, who knows 
the hearts of aj] men, and who can bring good out of evil, 
throw me into a ftate of defpondence ; but I truft, my dear, 
the good and wholefjome admonition | fhall receive from the 
clergyman vho wiil attend me to-morrew on board, who has 
been fent for exprefs by Captain Stanhope, Coa mander of bis 
Majeity’s thip Neptune (whole humanity and feeling on this 
my trying fitwation, mult ever ftamp him with the giorious title 
of aman poficfled of true feelings, as he feels for b1s iellowe 
creatures, both here and hereafter) will reconcile me to the 
death I am to fuffer, that betore I die, my dearett fricnds will be 
more to be pitied than mylelf, 

You know my dear, 1 bad always a firm reliance in the 
redemption of our fouls, from the death of our moit bicfled 
Lo:d and Saviour.—Oa, Anna! it is the greatelt comfort 
I derive inthis my trying fituation ; and | hope, after your 
emotions of grief are over, you will draw it as a great confoe 
lation to yourfelf. Do not defpond, or revile againtt fate, at my 
being fo foon taken from you ; that would lead you into fing 
as it would be profane to call the ways of Ged into quettion, 
You muft know, my dear, that God is to be glorified in ways 
that our weak intellects will not admit our having any idea of, 

Itruft in Jetus Chrift, our blefied Redeemer, that my being 
cut of iste the glory of God, and to the lalyvauon of my own 
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My deareft Anna, before you receive this, in al] human 
probability, I fhall be no more! and, my dear, I requeft you 
will pray for my foul; And, in whatever I may have offended 
you, give me your forgivenefs, as I freely from the bottom of 
my heart do you, any thing that might have taken place to 
ruffle our tempers while we were united together—I kuow, 
my dear, it is impoffible you could ferioufly offend me.—If 
God, in his goodnefs, fhould blefs you with an additional piedge 
of our love, and {pare it to grow to maturity, touch lightly to 
it on its father’s fufferings ! I need not remind you to teach it 
to walk in the path of retitude, as I am convinced the pre- 
cepts that you will at all times follow will keep it in the paths 
of re&titue. 

My dear, dear Anna, may God Almighty blefs you, and fend 
you comfort! May your feelings be fo reduced, that you may 
think of me no more than with tender effe€tion, not with that 
violence to injure your own health.—I die in charity with all 
mankind.—Give my love to all your family, and believe me 
to be 

Your affe&tionate, and loving, 
Though unhappy hufband, 
RICHARD PARKER. 

June 27, 17976 

P.S. The Rev. Mr. Moir, Chaplain of the Neptune, is juft 
arrived ; and | truft, from the humane intereft he takes in my 
unhappy fituation, that he will fo prepare me to meet my diflo- 
lution, that I thal at that awful moment, without fear or dread, 
return into the hands of my Maker. 


To Mrs. Anne Parker, Bromaire, Aberdeenfhires 





The FOLLY of INCONSISTENT EXPECTATIONS. 


HIS world may be confidered as a great mart of com- 
merce, where fortune expofes to our view various com- 
modities, riches, eafe, tranquillity, fame, integrity, knowledge. 
Every thing is marked at a fettled price. Our time, our la- 
bour, our ingenuity, is fo much ready money, which we are 
to lay out to the beft advantage. Examine, compare, choofe, 
rejeét ; but ftand to your own judgement, and do not, like 
children, when you have purchafed one thing, repine that you 
do not poflefs another which you did not purchafe. Such is 
the force of well-regulated induftry, that a fteady and vizo-. 
rous exertion cf our faculties, directed to one end, will gene» 
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rally infure fuccefs, Would you, for inftance, be rich? Do 
you think that fingle point worth the facrificing every thing 
elfe to? You may then be rich, Thoufands have become fo 
from the loweft beginnings by toil, and patient diligence, and 
attention to the minuteft articles of expence and profit. But 
you muft give up the pleatures of leijure, of a vacant mind, 
of afree unfufpicious temper. If you preferve your integrity, 
it muft be a coarfe-{pun and vulgar honefty. Thofe high and 
lofty notions of morals which you brought with you from the 
fchools muft be confiderably lowered, and mixed with the 
bafer alloy of a jealous and worldly-minded prudence. You 
muft learn todo hard, if not unjuft, things; and for the nice 
embarrafiments of a delicate and ingenuous f{pirit, it is necef+ 
fary for you to get rid of them as fait 2s poffible. You muft 
fhut your heart againft the mufes, and be content to feed your 
underftanding with plain, houfehold truths. In fhort, you 
muft not attempt to enlarge your ideas, or polifh your tatte, 
or refine your fentiments, but muft keep on in one beatea 
track, without turning afide either to the right hand or to the 
let — But I cannot fubmit to drudgery like this—I feel a 
fpirit above it.” Tis well: Be above it then; only do not 
repine that you are not rich. 

Is knowledge the pearl of price? That too may be purs 
chafed—vy fteady application, and long folitary hours of ftudy 
and reflection. Bettow thefe, and you hall be wife. But,” 

favs the man of letters) “© what a hardfhip is it that many 
an illiterate fellow who cannot conttrue the motto of the arms 
of bis coach fhall raife a fortune and make a figure, while 
Ihave little more than the common conveniencies of lite !’” 
Was it in order to raife a fortune, that you conlumed the 
fprightly hours of youth in ftudy and retirement ? Was it to 
be rich that you grew pale over the midnight lamp, and dif 
tilled the fweetnefs from the Greek and Roman fpring ? You 
have then miftaken your path, and ill employed your induttry. 
«© What reward have [ then for all my labours ?”” What re« 
ward! A large comprchenfive foul, well purged from vulgar 
fears, and perturbations, and iar te 3 able to comprehend 
and interpret the works of man—of God, A rich, flourifh- 
ing, cultivated mind, pregnant with inexhauftible ftores of en 
tertainment aod reflection. A perpetual (pring of freth ideas ; 
and the confcious dignity of fuperior intelligence, Good 
Heaven ! and what reward can you afk befides ? 

* But is it not fome reproach upon the economy of Provi- 
dence that fucita one, whois a mean dirty fellow, fhould have 
amafled 
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amaffed wealth enough to buy half a nation i”? Not in the 
eaft : He made himfelf a mean, dirty fellow for that very 
end ; he has paid his health, his conf. ience, his liberty, for it; 
and will you envy him his bargain ? Will you hang your head 
and bluth in his prefence, becaufe he outfhines you in equipage 
and fhow? Lift up your brow with a noble co: fidence, and 
fay toyourfelf, * I] have not thefe things, it is true ; but it is 
becaufe I have not fought, becaufe | have not defired them ; it 
is becaufe I pofl. fs fomething better : 1 have chofen my lot: 
Tam content and fatisfied.” 

You are a modeft man—You love quiet and independence, 
and havea delicacy and rcferve in you: temper which renders 
it impoffible for you to elbow your way in the world, and be 
the herald of your own merits. Be content then with a mo- 
deit retirement, with the efteem of your intimate friends, with 
the praifes of a blamelefs heart, and a delicate ingenuous fpirit ; 
but refig the {plendid diftindtions of the world to thofe who 
can better fcramble tor them. 

The man whofe tender tenfibility of confcience and ftri& 
regard to the rules of morality makes him fcrupulous and fear 
ful of offending, .s often heard to complain of the difadvan- 
tayes he lies under in every path of honour ad profit— 
«© Could | but get over fome mie points, and co form to the 
practice aud opinion of thofe about me, | might ftand as fair 
achance as others for dignities and preferment.” Aad why 
can you not? What hinders you from difcarding this trou« 
blefone ferupulofity of your’s, which ftands fo grievoufly in 
your way? If it te a fmall thing toenjoy a healthful mind, 
found at the very core, that does not fhrink fromthe keeneft 
in{pection ; inward treedom from remorfe and perturbation; 
untullied whiteneis and fimplicity of manners; a genuine ins 
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Pure in the laft receffes of the mind ; 


if you think thele advantages an inadequate recompence for 
Wat vou refipn, difmifs your {crup es this inftant, and bea 
flave merchant, a director, or—what you pleafe. 


B. 





A REFLECTION. 
ASHIONABLE fociety, circles, and aflemblies, which 


we call the world, make but a milerable piece, a bad 
Opera, without interett or ment, which is fupported tor a while 
by the cleverneis of toe machinery avd decorations. 
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; 4 SINGULAR AGREEMENT. 
A‘ a village in the eaftern divifion of Bedfordfhire, a man 


and his two wives occupy a fmal! houfe, and live on the 
beft poffivle terms. The hufband was formerly a corporal in 
the 12th regiment of foot, and, whenon a recruiting party at 
Bandon, in Ireland, privately married a young woman, the 
daughter of a reputable tradefman in that town; he joined his. 
corps fhortly after, and leit her with her friends, from whom 
fhe had expectancies. On his coming to Englend he was 
quartered at Dunftable, and rendered himfel: agreeable toa 
wealthy widow, a hofier in that places his avarice got the bete 
ter of his conftancy, and he married her, obtained his dif. 
charge, and fettled in his prefent refidence. His firft wife, 
after a period of two years, in which her father died, and left 
her pofleffed of feveral hundred pounds, fought and found her 
faithleis hufband. ‘The meeting and eclairciflement was fuch 
as may be fuppofed—anger, railings, and revilings; but he at 
length had the addrefs to reconcile them both. They now 
live in the beft poffible fellowfhip, and he has feveral children 
by each. 





Anfwer, by P. Gove, of Exeter,to T. Whicker’s Charade, ine 
ferted March 6. 


OON may war’s tumultuous found, 
Ever ceafe to ttrike the ear; 
Never more may foes be found, 
To form the Han or fill the rear. 
Peace! thy olive fceptre bring, 
Let each Hall with mirth refound 3 
Come, amateurs! itrike the ftring, 


VANHALL’s works the fame fhall crown. 





Anfwer, by W, and T. Maddick, of Rattery, to W. Bickham's 
Charade, inferted April 10, 


EHOLD the Birds, with art and carey 
Their Neffs do build their young to rear 
The paris combin’d aright and true, 
BIRDS’ NEST, Sir, 1 will plainly fhew. 
Vou, XXX, M #*{* We 
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*{* We have received the like anfwer from C. Elliot, of 
Cullompton; Adonis; John Williams, junior, of Plymouth 
Dock; Oedipus, of Yeovil; William Sherwell, of Modbury ; 
J. Gidley, of Dean Prior; T. Whicker, W. Harris, junior, 
J. Coles, junior, and J. Hatherly, of Exeter; Theocritus, of 
Truro; {. Bullock, of St. Columb; J. Bowbeer, of Daw- 
lih; J. French, Afhburton; and W. Brock, of Evercreech, 





4 CHARADE, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, 


wa bloody chieftains rang’d are found, 
Mars doth his banner f{pread ; 
And ftrews my firft with carnage round, 

Which fills the foul with dread, 


Difgufled turn unto my next, 
Which little doth imply ; 

My whole you'll find not often vex’d, 
And eafily defery. 





4 REBUS, by George Hazel, of Barnflaple. 


HE valiant fon of Priam firft declare, 
Who by the fon of Peleus was flain; 
Him who by mufic rocks and trees drew near 
His melody to hear, next you’ ll explain. 


One of the feven pleiades difclofe ; 

The nymphs of Bacchus next I’d have you tell; 
Laftly, th’ brother of Romulus expofe, 

For bantering of his brother’s works he fell. 


The initials connected, to your view will appear, 
A poet with whom few ere yet could compare, 
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+t The “ Meditations ona Broomftick,” and the other pieces 





enquired after, were not fufficiently correé? and interefling for ite 
fertion. Whenever the writer of them fends any article that ts fit 
for the public eye, as be has already repeatedly done, it will be cares 
Sully attended to. 
*+* Correfpondents are particularly requefted to pay the poftage 


of their letters. 
4 POETRY, 
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ADDRESSED TO PHILLIS. 


NE morn, dear Phi!. believe me true, 
’Tis oft the cafe—I dreamt of you: 

M@thought arriv’d the happy time 
When you'd confented to be mine. 
The parties now were all got ready, 
The parfon, clerk, and every body; 
Phillis alone [ thought appear’d not, 
(A circumftance betore I fear’d not) 
Chagrin’d I was, you may fuppofe, 
Enough ¢’ have pull’d thee by the nofe. 
At lait however, to amendic, 
Ifent for you ta come and endit. 
Your anfwer was—** Let him be fill, 
** I’m now engag’d at dear quadrille; 
** Go tell him this—that’s all—no more, 
*© |’ll come the pool out—not before.” 


This anfwer ftung me to the foul, 
For fuch indiff’rence {poii’d the whole. 
Awak’d a dream I found it; then 
I curn’d my head, and flept again. 


Swimbridge, June 6, 1797+ 





AN NABELL A, 


AMENTING o’er her orphan child, 
Young Annabella ttood : 
Her trefles loofe, her action wild, 
Her eyes a briny flood. 


“« Behold chy father flain! (the cry’d,) 
“* In frantic deep defpair : 

** Curs’d war divore’d him from his bride, 
** Each ftorm of fate to dare. 


«* Ah! why defert my faithful arms, 
“© To brave the conquering foe, 

«* Invade my breaft with dread alarms, 
«* Ant pierce this heart with woe? 


#6 Were roaring drums, and trumpets hhrill, 
«* More grateful to thy ear 
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«¢ Than notes of love? that fweetly thrill, 
** And hafhto reft each fear ! 


** Couid guiltlefs blood more thirft excite, 
*© Or riches bliis impart, 

** Than ev’ry fond and pure delight 
‘* That dignifies the heart ? 


** Oh! curs’d, thrice curs’d, be glory’s voice, 
‘© That thunders war and rage; : 

** That bids the foul of man rejoice 
** To fpare nor fex nor age! 


«* And thou, fweet babe! once all my joy, 
‘© But now my greateft woe! 

** Wilt thou the human face dettroy, 
«© And earth with blood o’erflow? 


¢¢ Oh! rather would this widow’d hand 
** Cut fhort thy infant days, 

‘* Than thou fhouldft bid the fiend-like brand 
“© Of war and difcord biaze! 


** Great God, receive my burfting foul ! 
“ Releafe it from this breaft ! 

*¢ No mortal can my grief controul, 
** Orhofh my fighs to reft!” 


. Thus rav’d the beautcous weeping fair, 


While frenzy feiz’d her brain : 
She dropp’d, the viétim of defpair, 
Befide her Henry flain ! 








A PRAYER in the PROSPECT of DEATH. 


{From Burns’ Poems. J 


oO" Thou unknown, Almighty Caufe 

Of all my hope and fear, 

In whofe dread prefence, ere an hour, 
Perhaps [ muft appear ! 

If [have wander'd in thofe paths 
Of life I ought to fhun; 

As fomething loudly in my breatt 
Remonfirates I have done; 

Thou know’ ft that Thou has formed me 
With paffions wild and ftrong ; 

And lift‘ning to their witching voice 

« Has often led me wrong. 

Where human weaknels has come fhort; 
Or frailty fiept afide, 

Do Thou, All Good! for fach Thou art, 
In fhadesof darknefs hide. 

Where wits intention I have err’d, 
No other plea | have 

But, Thou art good ; and goodnefs ftill 

Delighteth to forgive. 











